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Two Wrongs Don’t Make a Right
One of the most remarkable qualities that we as humans are all born with is our ability to find fault in most everything life presents before us.  It’s in our nature and anyone who disagrees only proves my point.  That’s why it is my opinion, after having spent the last few months studying American History, that conflict has been the defining force that has shaped our country into what it is today.

During the seventeenth century it was religious and political conflicts along with a continuing struggle with unemployment that led to many Englishmen desperate for change. “Worsening conditions at home had instilled in some English men and women the mixture of desperation and idealism needed to settle an unknown world” (Davidson).  As these people migrated to the new world in search of a better way of life English Parliament continued to find ways to rule them by implementing new laws and taxes that were met with unwelcoming attitudes.  After years of enduring this form of abuse and neglect, American colonists were at wits end and were willing to do what they had to in order to free themselves of this torture. It was their willingness and desire for change that led them to fight for their freedoms.
After America had declared its independence following the revolutionary war new issues would arise with slavery.  Southern colonies had been relying on slavery to produce products such as tobacco, sugar and cotton from the early stages of colonization.  Over time as northern oppositions towards slavery began to increase, southerners looked for ways to justify this form of labor.  They suggested that the black slaves were as irresponsible as little children and needed the constant supervision of a white master.  Without a master they were likely to lead a life of crime and poverty and eventually suffer greatly as their intellect could never live up to the capacity of the white man (Fitzhugh, George).  This great conflict of opinions eventually lead to the Civil War, one of the most defining moments in our nation’s history, in which the North won and slavery was eliminated.
African American’s have endured an enormous amount of turmoil and strife despite the fact that they are as much an important part of American history as anything else.  Slavery may have been dead but racism and hatred were still very much alive and especially strong in the south.  Civil rights activists such as Martin Luther King became a dominant voice petitioning the United State government to become more involved in helping to eliminate segregation and discrimination.  In front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. King declared, “I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." (American Rhetoric)  To be treated fairly and justly, the same way that our founding fathers depicted it in the United States Constitution was what they fought for and won when Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law the Civil Rights Act.
Conflict is all around us whether we like it or not.  It is through these trials that we grow and evolve, such as is the case with American History.  Over the last few centuries America has not only grown but prospered into the country that it is today.  Despite all that our country has been through it’s obvious that we are still faced with conflicts, but you don’t have to take my word for it, just turn on the television and you’ll see for yourself.
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